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Medical  Officer's  Annual  Report  for  the  year  19U6 


The  Minister  of  Health  has  directed  that  the  Report  for  1946 
shall  again  be  abbreviated  and  confined  to  information  concerning 
essential  and  exceptional  matters.  Statistics  arc  to  be  preserved 
but  not  included  in  the  Report.  The  Minister  desires  it  to  include 
.  remarks  on  the  progress  of  diphtheria  immunisation,  the  steps  taken 

to  control  infestation,  and  certain  particulars  regarding  water  supplies 

« 

General  Health  Statistics 

These  indicate  that  the  health  of  the  population  remained  good 
during  the  year*  No  serious  outbreaks  of  epidemic  disease  occurred. 

The  birth  rate  was  high,  as  it  was  throughout  the  country  during 
1946.  The  District  rate  was  19*5  and  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
19.1.  The  death  rate  was  13*6  as  compared  with  the  national  rate  of 

11.5. 

It  is  common  knowledge  that  in  recent  years  short  illnesses  with 
gastrointestinal  symptoms  have  been  unusually  prevalent,  and  have  caused 
a  good  deal  of  inconvenience  and  loss  of  working  time.  There  were  no 
outbreaks  of  this  complaint  during  1946  sufficiently  definite  and 
localised  to  be  notified  to  me  as  food  poisoning,  and  the  notifications 
of  dysentery  received  only  amounted  to  ten.  Nevertheless,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  both  these  causes  were  In  operation,  and  I  am  inclined  to 
blame  the  excessive  handling  of  food  which  results  from  the  rationing 
system,  and  insufficient  precautions  to  protect  food  from  contamination. 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria 

It  is  estimated  that  at  the  end  of  1946  51%  of  the  child 
population  aged  0  to  5  were  immunised,  and  69^  of  those  aged  5  to  15. 

The  duty. of  organising  immunisation  among  the  infant  group  was 
taken  over  by  the  County  Council  during  1946.  Por  the  5  to  15  group 
responsibility  still  rests  with  the  Local  Council,  but  so  f cw  c hildren 
of  this  age  require  to  be  done,  that  a  separate  organisation  is 
redundant  and  actually  the  immunisation  of  both  groups  is  carried  out 
by  the  same  agency. 

Infestation 

The  verminous  conditions  which  require  to  be  dealt  with  chiefly 
affect  school  children,  and  the  responsibility  for  providing  treatment 
for  them  now  rests  with  the  Education  Authority.  ^This  Council  now 
has  no  means  or  arrangements  of  its  own  for  providing  such  treatment. 

Water  Supplies 

Nine  Parishes  arc  provided,  some  only  partly,  with  piped  supplies. 
The  remaining  sixteen  Parishes  are  dependent  on  wells,  or  in  a  few 
eases  on  stored  rain  water. 

In  some  parts  of  the  District  the  wells  yield  a  water  of  very 
inferior  quality.  In  other  parts  the  quantity  is  deficient  and  serious 
shortage  of  water  often  occurs.  It  may  be  said  in  general  that  the 
water  supply  of  those  parts  of  the  District  without  piped  supplies  is 
bad  and  in  urgent  need  of  improvement.  The  Council  has  comprehensive 
schemes  for  new  supplies  in  an  advanced  stage  of  planning. 

Six  separate  waterworks  supply  those  parts  of  the  District  which 
have  piped  water,  viz.  the  Bournemouth,  Poole,  and  West  Hants  Companies^, 
tv/o  smaller  works  belonging  to  this  Council  and  one  to  a  private  estate. 

Some  progress  was  made  during  the  year  with  an  extension  from  the 
mains  of  the  West  Hants  Water  Company,  so  as  to  give  a  piped  supply  to 
a  larger  part  of  the  Parish  of  Aldcrholt.  This  is  a  temporary  measure 


.  v 

pending  the  development  of  this  Council’s  own  water  scheme. 

The  majority  of  the  houses  with  piped  supplies  have  water  laid  on 
internally,  but  standpipes  are  the  method  in  some  cases.  Exact  figures 
of  the  number  of  houses  supplied  in  these  two  ways.  Parish  by  Parish, 
are  not  at  present  available  for  the  whole  District. 

It  may  be  said  that  in  the  absence  of  sewers,  the  process  of  laying 
water  on  to  the  inside  of  houses  has  already  gone  too  far.  Where  this 
has  been  dene,  cesspools  and  soakaways  arc  used,  and  arc  a  continual 
source  of  nuisance  and  .of  insanitary. conditions. 

<• 

The  need  of  sewerage  works  is  particularly  urgent  in  the  south¬ 
east  corner  of  the  District.  This  is  a  semi-urban  residential  area, 
and  has  most  of  the  amenities  of  an  urban  district  except  sewerage. 

Almost  every  house  has  its  cesspool  and  it  happens  that  the  subsoil 
formation  and  water  levels  arc  particularly  unsuitable  for  cesspools 
and  soakaways. 

This  Council  has  had  complete  plans  of.  sewerage  and  disposal  works 
for  this  area  drawn  up  for  nearly  ten  years,  but  owing  to  War  and  Post- 
War  conditions  has  been  unable  in  spite  of  every  effort  to  make  a  start 
in  their  construction. 

Another  area  where  the  presence  of  a  piped  water  supply  without 
sewerage  gives  rise  to  a  serious  nuisance  is  the  large  village  of 
Cranbornc.  Here  too  the  use  of  efficient  cesspools  and  soakaways  is 
-  impracticable  with  the  result  that  the  river  Crane  which  runs  through 
the  village  has  become  a  sewer.  Here  also  the  Council  has  complete 
plans  for  new  sewerage,  which  have  received  the  sanction  "in  principle" 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  but  not  his  authorisation  for  work  to  proceed. 

The  Council  also  has  plans  well  advanced  for  the  scv/cragc  of  the 
rest  of  the  District,  but  no  work  was  started  on  these  during  the  year. 

Water  Samples 

28  samples  from  the  piped  supplies  were  examined  bactcriologically 
and  all  gave  good  results. 

3  chemical  analyses  were  made  of  water  from  wells  which  were  under 
consideration  as  sources  of  new  piped  supplies.  Two  of  these  gave 
suspicious  results. 


